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WELCOME All! Welcome to the God-Loving
and God-Protected Parish of Saints Peter and Paul!
A Parish of the UOC of the USA and the Ecumenical
Patriarchate. Our warmest greetings are extended
to all visitors and guests, and to all of our beloved
parishioners who are participating in today's Divine
Liturgy. We are blessed to have you with us today! If
you are with us for the first time, PLEASE infroduce
yourself to Father Yurii — he is looking forward to
meeting you! Also, please feel free to email or call
Father Yurii with any questions and let him know
what is going on in your life, especially if you need
spiritual guidance. We hope that you will find peace
and comfort in Saints Peter and Paul Ukrainian
Orthodox Church. You are very welcome to come
every Sunday and on feast days, make yourself at
home, and to become a part of our parish family. ].
Through your prayers and dedication of time,
talents, and donations, this can become a reality in
all faith and love.

OCTOBER 3-10,
2021

SUNDAY
October 3, 2021
Sunday 15t after Pent,

Dionysios the AreopagiteEpistle Reading:

St. Paul's Letter to the Corinthians 4:6-15,
Gospel Reading: Luke 6:31-36
Confession — 9:15-9:45, Hours-9:45
Divine Liturgy -10:00
Coffee Hour

Saturday,
October 92021

Great Vespers — 6:00 pm

Sunday
October 10, 2021
Eulampius & Eulampia the Martyrs;
Epistle Reading: St. Paul's Second Letter
to the Corinthians 6:1-10, Gospel
Reading: Luke 7:11-16
Confession - 9:15-9:45, Hours-9:45 Divine
Liturgy -10:00
Potluck

CONTACT

Father Yurii Bobko, Pastor
Cell phone: 908-458-2076
Tel: 724-287-4448(Church)
Tel: 724-282-6190 (Hall)

http://peterandpauloclyndora.itgo.com

Protopresbyter William Diakiw,
Attached

Parish Board President:
Robert Prokopchak

Choir Director: Lydia Rudolf

21 EVERGREEN RD. LYNDORA, PA 16045

https://www.facebook.com/UOCLyndora
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SAINTS PETER AND PAUL UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX PARISH

“JOY IS THANKFULNESS, AND WHEN WE ARE JOYFUL, THAT IS THE BEST
EXPRESSION OF THANKS WE CAN OFFER THE LORD, WHO DELIVERS US FROM
SORROW AND SIN.”

— ELDER THADDEUS OF VITOVNICA

The reading is from St. Paul's Second Letter to the Corinthians 4:6-15

Brethren, it is the God who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," who
has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of
God in the face of Christ.

- But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, to show that the

. transcendent power belongs to God and not to us. We are afflicted in
every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair;
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always
carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also
- be manifested in our bodies. For while we live we are always being

.| given up to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus may be

| manifested in our mortal flesh. So death is at work in us, but life in you.
~ Since we have the same spirit of faith as he had who wrote, "I believed,
and so | spoke," we too believe, and so we speak, knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will
raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into his presence. For it is all for your sake, so that
as grace extends to more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.

The Gospel According to Luke 6:31-36

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
Sherry Burka, Dorothy Cygan, Fr. Williaml, pani Sonia, Fr. Vasyl, Mary-Ann, Mary-Ann,
Payton, Anthony, Tina, Mykola, Stella, Maksymko, Fr. Yurii, Maria, Fr. Jakiw, Fr.
George, Volodymyr, Alexandr, Vincent, all the doctors and nurses and everyone
who was infected by COVID-19.




The Lord said, "As you wish that men would do to you, do so to them. If
you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners
love those who love them. And if you do good to those who do good to
you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. And if you
lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you?
Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love your
enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your
reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for he is kind
to the ungrateful and the selfish. Be merciful, even as your Father is
merciful.”

October 3 — We are going to have coffee hour which is going to be prepared by F.
Hawruliak for the benefit of our Church!

October 10 - Potluck, please bring dish of food to be shared with others!

October 18 - We are going to have our Executive Board Meeting.

September 26 — We are going to have coffee hour which is going to be prepared by
Antoinette Kennedy for the benefit of Ladies Guild Organization!

October 31 — We are going to have coffee hour which is going to be prepared by
UO: Group for the benefit of UOL!

We would like to express our gratitude to everyone who were present at our Annual
Executive Parish Board Meeting last week and to greet all the newly elected Parish Board
members on their positions and wish them to be a faithful stewards of our Holy Orthodox Church
and God’s help in service in the Lords vineyard!

We would like to express our gratitude to everyone who came up to help with our Pirohi
Sale last week! We would like to invite and encourage everyone to come out to help with the next
Parish Pirohi Sale on October 8" and 22! Please, come and help as we work together once again
for the good of our Parish in this special way.

We encourage everyone to continue to give generously to our Capital Improvement Fund
as we continue to work on different projects of maintaining and updating our Parish buildings.

Holy Confession is available before Liturgy and Great Vespers! For Baptisms, Weddings,
Memorial Litiya, or any other services, please arrange with Father Yurii! Pastoral Visitations of the
Sick and Infirm: Please inform Father Yurii if you or your family members are going into the
hospital for any reason or if they would like to receive Spiritual guidance!



PARISH CELEBRATION

From the bottom of Ss. Peter and Paul parish family heart we wish Karen
Sheptak(October 2nd), Kat Rudolf(October 13t*), Barb King (October 19t), Zach
Prokopchak(October 27th) Happy Birthday!

Happy Anniversary to Adriane and Chad Hassler! May God's awesome blessings be
upon you this day and for the Future years ahead for many happy and blessed years!

Dionysios the Areopagite

Saint Dionysius lived originally in the city of Athens. He was raised
there and received a classical Greek education. He then went to Egypt,
where he studied astronomy at the city of Heliopolis. It was in Heliopolis,
along with his friend Apollophonos where he witnessed the solar eclipse
that occurred at the moment of the death of the Lord Jesus Christ by
Crucifixion. “Either the Creator of all the world now suffers, or this visible
world is coming to an end,” Dionysius said. Upon his return to Athens
from Egypt, he was chosen to be a member of the Areopagus Council
< S (Athenian high court).

When the holy Apostle Paul preached at the place on the Hill of Ares (Acts 17:16-34),
Dionysius accepted his salvific proclamation and became a Christian. For three years Saint
Dionysius remained a companion of the holy Apostle Paul in preaching the Word of God. Later
on, the Apostle Paul selected him as bishop of the city of Athens. And in the year 57 Saint
Dionysius was present at the repose of the Most Holy Theotokos.

During the lifetime of the Mother of God, Saint Dionysius had journeyed from Athens
to Jerusalem to meet Her. He wrote to his teacher the Apostle Paul: “I witness by God, that
besides the very God Himself, there is nothing else filled with such divine power and grace.
No one can fully comprehend what | saw. | confess before God: when | was with John, who
shone among the Apostles like the sun in the sky, when | was brought before the countenance
of the Most Holy Virgin, | experienced an inexpressible sensation. Before me gleamed a sort
of divine radiance which transfixed my spirit. | perceived the fragrance of indescribable aromas
and was filled with such delight that my very body became faint, and my spirit could hardly
endure these signs and marks of eternal majesty and heavenly power. The grace from her
overwhelmed my heart and shook my very spirit. If | did not have in mind your instruction, |
should have mistaken Her for the very God. It is impossible to stand before greater blessedness
than this which I beheld.”




After the death of the Apostle Paul, Saint Dionysius wanted to continue with his work,
and therefore went off preaching in the West, accompanied by the Presbyter Rusticus and
Deacon Eleutherius. They converted many to Christ at Rome, and then in Germany, and then
in Spain. In Gaul, during a persecution against Christians by the pagan authorities, all three
confessors were arrested and thrown into prison. By night Saint Dionysius celebrated the
Divine Liturgy with angels of the Lord. In the morning the martyrs were beheaded. According
to an old tradition, Saint Dionysius took up his head, proceeded with it to the church and fell
down dead there. A pious woman named Catulla buried the relics of the saint.

The writings of Saint Dionysius the Areopagite hold great significance for the Orthodox
Church. Four books of his have survived to the present day:

On the Celestial Hierarchy; On the Ecclesiastical Hierarchy; On the Names of God; On
Mystical Theology; In additional, there are ten letters to various people.

The book On the Celestial Hierarchies was written actually in one of the countries of
Western Europe, where Saint Dionysius was preaching. In it he speaks of the Christian teaching
about the angelic world. The angelic (or Celestial-Heavenly) hierarchy comprises the nine
angelic Ranks:

Seraphim, Cherubim, Thrones, Dominions, Powers, Authorities, Principalities,
Archangels,Angels. The account of the Synaxis of the Bodiless Powers of Heaven is located
under November 8.

The purpose of the divinely-established Angelic Hierarchy is the ascent towards
godliness through purification, enlightenment and perfection. The highest ranks are bearers of
divine light and divine life for the lower ranks. And not only are the sentient, bodiless angelic
hosts included in the spiritual light-bearing hierarchy, but also the human race, created anew
and sanctified in the Church of Christ.

The book of Saint Dionysius On the Ecclesiastical Hierarchies is a continuation of his
book On the Celestial Hierarchies. The Church of Christ, like the Angelic ranks, in its universal
service is set upon the foundation of priestly principles established by God.

In the earthly world, for the children of the Church, divine grace comes down
indescribably in the holy Mysteries of the Church, which are spiritual in nature, though
perceptible to the senses in form. Few, even among the holy ascetics, were able to behold with
their earthly eyes the fiery vision of the Holy Mysteries of God. But outside of the Church’s
sacraments, outside of Baptism and the Eucharist, the light-bearing saving grace of God is not
found, neither is divine knowledge nor theosis (deification).

The book On the Names of God expounds upon the way of divine knowledge through
a progression of the Divine Names.

Saint Dionysius’ book On Mystical Theology also sets forth the teaching about divine
knowledge. The theology of the Orthodox Church is totally based upon experience of divine
knowledge. In order to know God it is necessary to be in proximity to Him, to have come near
to Him in some measure, so as to attain communion with God and deification (theosis). This



condition is accomplished through prayer. This is not because prayer in itself brings us close
to the incomprehensible God, but rather that the purity of heart in true prayer brings us closer
to God.

The written works of Saint Dionysius the Areopagite are of extraordinary significance
in the theology of the Orthodox Church, and also for late Medieval Western theology. For
almost four centuries, until the beginning of the sixth century, the works of this holy Father of
the Church were preserved in an obscure manuscript tradition, primarily by theologians of the
Alexandrian Church. The concepts in these works were known and utilized by Clement of
Alexandria, Origen, Dionysius the Great, pre-eminent figures of the catechetical school in
Alexandria, and also by Saint Gregory the Theologian. Saint Dionysius of Alexandria wrote to
Saint Gregory the Theologian a Commentary on the “Areopagitum.” The works of Saint
Dionysius the Areopagite received general Church recognition during the sixth-seventh
centuries.

Particularly relevant are the Commentaries written by Saint Maximus the Confessor
(January 21). (trans. note: although many scholars suggest that the “Areopagitum” was actually
written by an anonymous sixth century figure who employed the common ancient device of
piously borrowing an illustrious name, this in no way diminishes the profound theological
significance of the works.)

In the Russian Orthodox Church the teachings of Saint Dionysius the Areopagite about
the spiritual principles and deification were at first known through the writings of Saint John
of Damascus (December 4). The first Slavonic translation of the “Areopagitum” was done on
Mt. Athos in about the year 1371 by a monk named Isaiah. Copies of it were widely distributed
in Russia. Many of them have been preserved to the present day in historic manuscript
collections, among which is a parchment manuscript “Works of Saint Dionysius the
Areopagite” belonging to Saint Cyprian, Metropolitan of Kiev and All Rus (September 16) in
his own handwriting.

According to one tradition, he was killed at Lutetia (ancient name of Paris, France) in
the year 96 during the persecution under the Roman emperor Dometian (81-96). Today most
scholars and theologians believe that Saint Dionysius the Areopagite did not die in Gaul, and
that Saint Dionysius (or Denys) of Paris is a different saint with the same name.

Saint Demetrius of Rostov says that the Hieromartyr Dionysius was beheaded in Athens, and
that many miracles were worked at his grave..

Tropar of Dionysios the Areopagite, Fourth Tone

Since thou hadst been instructed in uprightness thoroughly and wast vigilant in all
things, thou wast clothed with a good conscience as befitteth one holy. Thou didst draw from
the Chosen Vessel ineffable mysteries; and having kept the Faith, thou didst finish a like
course, O Hieromartyr Dionysios. Intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.

Kontakion of Dionysios the Areopagite, Fourth Tone



In spirit, thou dist pass through Heaven's gates, instructed by the great Apostle who
attained to the third Heaven's heights, and wast made rich in all knowledge of things beyond
speech; and then thou, O Dionysios, didst illuminate them that slumbered in the darkness of
their ignorance. Hence we all cry out: Rejoice, O universal Father.

Martyrs Eulampius and Eulampia, at Nicomedia, and 200 Martyrs with them

Saints Eulampius and Eulampia were brother and sister. They
lived at the beginning of the fourth century in the city of Nicomedia.
Eulampius became upset after reading the decree of the emperor
Maximian (284-305) sentencing all Christians to execution. Eulampius
! was horrified that the emperor was taking up arms against his own
subjects rather than fighting the enemies of his country.

The youth was brought to trial and commanded to renounce the Christian
: Faith. When he refused, they first raked him with iron hooks, and then
placed h|m upon a red-hot bed of coals. All of a sudden the sufferer expressed a wish to visit
the pagan temple. The judges were delighted, supposing that they had turned him from
Christianity. In the pagan temple of Mars the saint approached the idol and cried out, “In the
Name of the Lord Jesus Christ [ command you to fall to the floor and crumble into dust!”” The
idol immediately crashed down to the floor and was destroyed.

The people exclaimed, “The Supreme God is the Christian God, Who is great and mighty!”
Saint Eulampius was again taken away for torture. This time his sister, Eulampia, appeared
before the judges and declared that she also was a Christian. Eulampius told her, “Sister, do
not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul” (Mt.10:28).

The martyrs were tortured and thrown into a red-hot furnace, but the Lord protected them from
the fire. Finally, they beheaded Eulampius, but Eulampia died from her torments before she
could be beheaded.

Two hundred martyrs were converted to Christ after seeing the miracles of Saint Eulampius
and Saint Eulampia as they were being tortured. They were also put to death and received the
crown of martyrdom.



/ We're glad you are here to worship Almighty God with us. We are a parm

of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA, a canonical Orthodox church under
the authority of the Ecumenical Patriarch. As Orthodox Christians. we believe in one
God in Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We also believe that Jesus Christ is the
Son of God made man, was born of the Virgin Mary and suffered, died and rose
from the dead so that we may have eternal life. Our Orthodox Faith is the universal

living continuation of the Apostolic Church that was founded by Christ Himself. We

\seek to share the Good News of our faith and invite everyone to come and see and/
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