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WELCOME All! Welcome to the God-Loving
and God-Protected Parish of Saints Peter and Paul!
A Parish of the UOC of the USA and the Ecumenical
Patriarchate. Our warmest greetings are extended
to all visitors and guests, and to all of our beloved
parishioners who are participating in today's Divine
Liturgy. We are blessed to have you with us today! If
you are with us for the first time, PLEASE infroduce
yourself to Father Yurii — he is looking forward to
meeting you! Also, please feel free to email or call
Father Yurii with any questions and let him know
what is going on in your life, especially if you need
spiritual guidance. We hope that you will find peace
and comfort in Saints Peter and Paul Ukrainian
Orthodox Church. You are very welcome to come
every Sunday and on feast days, make yourself at
home, and to become a part of our parish family.
Through your prayers and dedication of time,
talents, and donations, this can become a reality in
all faith and love.

APRIL 17, 2022
SCHEDULE

CONTACT

Father Yurii Bobko, Pastor

Cell phone: 908-458-2076 Protopresbyter William Diakiw,

Tel: 724-287-4448(Church) . Attached
Tel: 724-282-6190 (Hall) Parish Bocm Eéeéi?QL

http://peterandpauloclyndora.itgo.com

Choir Director: Lydia Rudolf

Sunday, April 17
Entry in Jerusalem. PALM SUDNAY,
Tone - 8. St. Paul's Letter to Phil 4:4-9;
Gospel Reading: John 12:1-18
Confession - 9:15, Hours-9:45
Divine Liturgy - 10:00

Holy Wednesday, April 20

Holy Unction Service
(Anointing with an Oil)
6:30 pm

Holy Thursday, April 21
Liturgy of St. Basil the Great-9:30 am
12 Passion Gospels service - 6:30 pm
Holy Friday, April 22
Great Vespers and Burial of Christ
6:30 pm
Holy Saturday, April 23
Liturgy of St. Basil the Great - 9:30 am
Blessing of Paschal Baskets — 5:00 pm
Sunday, April 24

Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. HOLY PASCHA,
Epistle Reading;Acts 1:1-8; Gospel
Reading: John 1:1-17
8:00 am
Egg hunt after Liturgy

Bright Monday, April 25
Apostle and Evangelist Mark,
Tone - 8. Acfts 1:12-17,21-26; Gospel
Reading: John 1:18-28
Divine Liturgy - 10:00
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SAINTS PETER AND PAUL UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX PARISH

DO NOT BE SURPRISED IF YOU FALL EVERY DAY, DO NOT GIVE UP, NUT
STAND YOUR GROUND COURAGEOUSLY. AND ASSUREDLY, THE ANGEL WHO
GUARD YOU WILL HONOR YOUR PATIENCE.

ST. JOHN CLIMACUS

The reading is from St. Paul’s Letter to the Philippians 4:4-9

BRETHREN, rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say,
Rejoice. Let all men know your forbearance. The Lord is at hand.
Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and
- supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to
 God. And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, will
keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren,
whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever
~is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any
- excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these
B | things. What you have learned and received and heard and seen in
me, do; and the God of peace will be with you..

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
All the citizens and residence of Ukraine, Lovie, Jean Markiw, Patrick, Debbie, Wesly,
Cindy, Christine, Denny Zymboly, Ruth Dally, Alex Shott, Philip, Eric, Greg, Carl,
Kayden, Rose, Dorothy Cygan, Helen, Fr. William, pani Sonia, Fr. Vasyl, Mary-Ann,
Mary-Ann, Payton, Anthony, Tina, Mykola, Stella, Maksymko, Fr. Yurii, Maria, Fr. Jakiw,

Fr. George, Volodymyr, Alexandr, Vincent, all the doctors and nurses and everyone
who was infected bv COVID-19




The Gospel According to John 12:1-18

Six days before Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazaros
was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. There they made him a supper;
Martha served, and Lazaros was one of those at table with him. Mary took
a pound of costly ointment of pure nard and anointed the feet of Jesus and
wiped his feet with her hair; and the house was filled with the fragrance of
the ointment. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who was to betray
him), said "Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and
given to the poor?" This he said, not that he cared for the poor but because
he was a thief, and as he had the money box he used to take what was put
into it. Jesus said, "Let her alone, let her keep it for the day of my burial.
— ' The poor you always have with you, but you do not always have me."
When the great crowd of the Jews learned that he was there, they came, not only on account
of Jesus but also to see Lazaros, whom he had raised from the dead. So the chief priests planned to
put Lazaros also to death, because on account of him many of the Jews were going away and
believing in Jesus.

The next day a great crowd who had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to
Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying, "Hosanna!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” And Jesus found a
young donkey and sat upon it; as it is written, "Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is
coming, sitting on a donkey's colt!" His disciples did not understand this at first; but when Jesus
was glorified, then they remembered that this had been written of him and had been done to him.
The crowd that had been with him when he called Lazaros out of the tomb and raised him from the
dead bore witness. The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done
this sign.

April 18" - We are going to have our Executive Board Meeting.

Dear brothers and sisters, please remember if anyone is interested in sponsoring one
of the open dates for coffee hour or would like to add a date during the month, please contact
Karen Sheptak at or 724-290-380.

Dear brothers and sisters, we are now entering into the days of Holy Week. This week
through the sober days of Holy Week, we commemorate the sufferings, the burial, and resurrection
of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. As we commemorate these days, we have another opportunity
to reflect on what our Lord has done on our behalf in providing grace, salvation, and the final
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victory over death and the grave. Let us all gather together as we commemorate the days of Holy
Week as a Parish Community in the various services that mark that time for us as Orthodox
Christians.

We wish to announce that everyone have the opportunity to make donation for the Easter
Flowers that will once again the same as last year decorate and beautify our Church and our Lord’s
Grave. These donation can be made by using your offering envelopes and marking them for the
“Easter flowers”.

We would like to ask everyone to come and help to prepare the Church for the great feast
of Holy Pascha on Saturday, April 23" after Divine Liturgy at 11:00 am. We will need to clean the
Church and change all the Church Cloth for Pascha.

We would like to express our gratitude to everyone who came up to help with our Bake
Sale, Pirohi Sale and Flea Market last week. All money gathered will be sent to Ukraine for help
at this difficult time for Ukrainian people! We will announce later how much we gathered for
the help in Ukraine!

Dear brothers and sisters, we are still gathering the contribution for help in Ukraine. If you
would like to send your contribution, you could send the check to our parish of Ss. Peter and Paul
and made it Payable to the Ss. Peter and Paul UOCOFUSA. Please, write on the check “Help
Ukraine”. Thank you all so much for your support and help!

We encourage everyone to continue to give generously to our Capital Improvement Fund
as we continue to work on different projects of maintaining and updating our Parish buildings.

Holy Confession is available before Liturgy and Great Vespers! For Baptisms, Weddings,
Memorial Litiya, or any other services, please arrange with Father Yurii! Pastoral Visitations of the
Sick and Infirm: Please inform Father Yurii if you or your family members are going into the
hospital for any reason or if they would like to receive Spiritual guidance!
For more information regarding our Church life, please visit the official website of our Holy
Ukrainian Orthodox Church- https://uocofusa.org/

PARISH CELEBRATION

From the bottom of Ss. Peter and Paul parish family heart we wish Jean
Markiw (April 6st), Issac Wathall( April 9t), Seth Prokopchak (April 11t), Tod
McCarthy(April 14th) Miriam Wathall(April 19th), Marlenna Hassler(April 29t), Happy
Birthday! May God's awesome blessings be upon you this day and for the Future
vears ahead for manv hapov and blessed vears!


https://uocofusa.org/

Palm Sunday

Introduction

On the Sunday before the Feast of Great and Holy Pascha
and at the beginning of Holy Week, the Orthodox Church
celebrates one of its most joyous feasts of the year. Palm Sunday
is the commemoration of the Entrance of our Lord into Jerusalem
following His glorious miracle of raising Lazarus from the dead.
Having anticipated His arrival and having heard of the miracle, the
people went out to meet the Lord and welcomed Him with displays z
of honor and shouts of praise. On this day, we receive and worship Christ in this same manner,
acknowledging Him as our King and Lord.

Biblical Story

The biblical story of Palm Sunday is recorded in all four of the Gospels (Matthew 21:1-11;
Mark 11:1-10; Luke 19:28-38; and John 12:12-18). Five days before the Passover, Jesus came from
Bethany to Jerusalem. Having sent two of His disciples to bring Him a colt of a donkey, Jesus sat
upon it and entered the city.

People had gathered in Jerusalem for the Passover and were looking for Jesus, both because
of His great works and teaching and because they had heard of the miracle of the resurrection of
Lazarus. When they heard that Christ was entering the city, they went out to meet Him with palm
branches, laying their garments on the ground before Him, and shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he
that comes in the Name of the Lord, the King of Israel!”

At the outset of His public ministry Jesus proclaimed the kingdom of God and announced
that the powers of the age to come were already active in the present age (Luke 7:18-22). His words
and mighty works were performed "to produce repentance as the response to His call, a call to an
inward change of mind and heart which would result in concrete changes in one's life, a call to
follow Him and accept His messianic destiny. The triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem is a
messianic event, through which His divine authority was declared.

Palm Sunday summons us to behold our king: the Word of God made flesh. We are called
to behold Him not simply as the One who came to us once riding on a colt, but as the One who is
always present in His Church, coming ceaselessly to us in power and glory at every Eucharist, in
every prayer and sacrament, and in every act of love, kindness and mercy. He comes to free us from
all our fears and insecurities, "to take solemn possession of our soul, and to be enthroned in our
heart," as someone has said. He comes not only to deliver us from our deaths by His death and
Resurrection, but also to make us capable of attaining the most perfect fellowship or union with
Him. He is the King, who liberates us from the darkness of sin and the bondage of death. Palm
Sunday summons us to behold our King: the vanquisher of death and the giver of life.

Palm Sunday summons us to accept both the rule and the kingdom of God as the goal and
content of our Christian life. We draw our identity from Christ and His kingdom. The kingdom is
Christ - His indescribable power, boundless mercy and incomprehensible abundance given freely
to man. The kingdom does not lie at some point or place in the distant future. In the words of the
Scripture, the kingdom of God is not only at hand (Matthew 3:2; 4:17), it is within us (Luke 17:21).
The kingdom is a present reality as well as a future realization (Matthew 6:10).



The kingdom of God is the life of the Holy Trinity in the world. It is the kingdom of
holiness, goodness, truth, beauty, love, peace and joy. These qualities are not works of the human
spirit. They proceed from the life of God and reveal God. Christ Himself is the kingdom. He is the
God-Man, Who brought God down to earth (John 1:1,14). “He was in the world, and the world was
made through Him, yet the world knew Him not. He came to His own home, and His own people
received Him not” (John 1:10-11). He was reviled and hated.

Palm Sunday summons us to behold our king - the Suffering Servant. We cannot
understand Jesus' kingship apart from the Passion. Filled with infinite love for the Father and the
Holy Spirit, and for creation, in His inexpressible humility Jesus accepted the infinite abasement
of the Cross. He bore our griefs and carried our sorrows; He was wounded for our transgressions
and made Himself an offering for sin (Isaiah 53). His glorification, which was accomplished by the
resurrection and the ascension, was achieved through the Cross.

In the fleeting moments of exuberance that marked Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem,
the world received its King, the king who was on His way to death. His Passion, however, was no
morbid desire for martyrdom. Jesus' purpose was to accomplish the mission for which the Father
sent Him.

“The Son and Word of the Father, like Him without beginning and eternal, has come today
to the city of Jerusalem, seated on a dumb beast, on a foal. From fear the cherubim dare not gaze
upon Him; yet the children honor Him with palms and branches, and mystically they sing a hymn
of praise: ‘Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna to the Son of David, who has come to save from error
all mankind.”” (A hymn of the Light.)

“With our souls cleansed and in spirit carrying branches, with faith let us sing Christ's
praises like the children, crying with a loud voice to the Master: Blessed art Thou, O Savior, who
hast come into the world to save Adam from the ancient curse; and in Thy love for mankind Thou
hast been pleased to become spiritually the new Adam. O Word, who hast ordered all things for
our good, glory to Thee.” (A Sessional hymn of the Orthros)

Icon of the Feast

In the Icon of the Feast of Palm Sunday, Christ is the central
figure, depicted seated upon the colt of a donkey as He enters
Jerusalem, a fulfillment of the prophecy found in Zechariah 9:9. Christ
is blessing with His right hand, and in His left hand is a scroll,
symbolizing that He is the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies
concerning the Messiah, the Anointed One who has come to redeem us
from our sins and break the power of death. The colt, one of the animals
that were considered unclean according to the Law, is symbolic of the
- inclusion of all peoples of all nations in the new covenant that will
come through the death and Resurrection of Christ (Isaiah 62:10-11). It is also a sign that our Lord
has revealed a heavenly and spiritual kingdom that offers true and enduring peace.

On the right, the disciples accompany Jesus in His Triumphal Entry. Depicted on the left
are the Jews who greet Him crying “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,
even the King of Israel!” The word “Hosanna” means “Save, I pray” or “Save now.”




The children are the small people who are greeting Christ with palm branches and laying
these and their garments on the ground before Christ as tokens of honor for one who is
acknowledged as a King. The city of Jerusalem is shown as the walled buildings, and the temple is
depicted as the building with the dome.

Holy Wednesday

Two women - say the more discerning interpreters of the Gospel -
anointed the Lord with myrrh; the one, a long time before His Passion; the
other, a few days before. One was a harlot and sinner; the other, chaste and
virtuous. The Church commemorates this reverent act today. While
mentioning herein the person of the harlot, it also mentions Judas' betrayal;
for, according to the account in Matthew, both of these deeds took place
two days before the Passover, on Wednesday.

That woman, then, anointed Jesus' head and feet with very precious
myrrh, and wiped them with the tresses of her hair. The disciples, especially
the avaricious Judas, were scandalized, supposedly because of the waste of
the myrrh, which could be sold for a great price and given to the poor. The
Lord Jesus reproved them and told them not to trouble the woman. Indignant, Judas went to the
high priests, who were gathered in the court of Caiaphas and were already taking counsel against
Jesus. On agreeing with them to betray his Teacher for thirty pieces of silver, Judas sought from
that time opportunity to betray Him (Matt. 26:14-16). Because the betrayal took place on
Wednesday, we have received the tradition from Apostolic times to fast on Wednesday throughout
the year.

Holy Thursday

On the evening of this day, which was the eve of the feast of
unleavened bread (that is, the Passover), our Redeemer supped with His
twelve disciples in the city. He blessed the bread and the wine, and gave us
the Mystery of the Divine Eucharist. He washed the feet of the disciples as
an example of humility. He said openly that one of them was about to betray
Him, and He pointed out the betrayer by revealing that it was he "that dippeth
his hand with Me in the dish." And after Judas had straightway gone forth,
Jesus gave the disciples His final and sublime instructions, which are
contained in the first Gospel Reading of the Holy Passion (John 13:31-18:1
known as the Gospel of the Testament). After this the God-man went forth
to the Mount of Olives, and there He began to be sorrowful and in anguish. He went off alone, and
bending the knees He prayed fervently. From His great anguish, His sweat became as it were great
drops of blood falling to the ground. As soon as He had completed that anguished prayer, lo, Judas
came with a multitude of soldiers and a great crowd; on greeting the Teacher guile fully with a kiss,
he betrayed Him.

The Lord Jesus was then apprehended and taken prisoner to the high priests Annas and
Caiaphas. The disciples were scattered, but Peter, who was more fervent than the others, followed
Him even into the court of the high priest, but in the end denied thrice that he was His disciple.




Then our divine Teacher was brought before the lawless Sanhedrin and was interrogated
concerning His disciples and His teaching. The high priest adjured Him before God that He tell
them whether He was truly the Christ. And having spoken the truth, He was judged guilty of death,
supposedly as one who had blasphemed. Then they spat in His face, beat Him, smote Him with the
palms of their hands, and mocked Him in every way, throughout the whole night until the morning.

Holy Friday

When Friday dawned, Christ was sent bound from Caiaphas to
Pontius Pilate, who was then Governor of Judea. Pilate interrogated Him in
many ways, and once and again acknowledged that He was innocent, but to
please the Jews, he later passed the sentence of death against Him. After
scourging the Lord of all as though He were a runaway slave, he surrendered
Him to be crucified.

Thus the Lord Jesus was handed over to the soldiers, was stripped
of His garments, was clothed in a purple robe, was crowned with a wreath
of thorns, had a reed placed in His hand as though it were a sceptre, was
bowed before in mockery, was spat upon, and was buffeted in the face and
on the head. Then they again clothed Him in His own garments, and bearing
the cross, He came to Golgotha, a place of condemnation, and there, about the third hour, He was
crucified between two thieves. Although both blasphemed Him at the first, the thief at His right
hand repented, and said: "Remember me, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy Kingdom," to which
our Savior answered, "Today shalt thou be with Me in Paradise." As He hung upon the Cross, He
was blasphemed by those who were passing by, was mocked by the high priests, and by the soldiers
was given vinegar to drink mixed with gall. About the ninth hour, He cried out with a loud voice,
saying, "It is finished." And the Lamb of God "Which taketh away the sin of the world" (John 1:29)
expired on the day when the moon was full, and at the hour when, according to the Law, was slain
the Passover lamb, which was established as a type of Him in the time of Moses.

Even lifeless creation mourned the death of the Master, and it trembled and was altered out
of fear. Yet, even though the Maker of creation was already dead, they pierced Him in His
immaculate side, and forthwith came there out Blood and Water. Finally, at about the setting of the
sun, Joseph of Arimathea came with Nicodemus (both of them had been secret disciples of Jesus),
and they took down the all-holy Body of the Teacher from the Cross and anointed it with aromatic
spices, and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth. When they had buried Him in a new tomb, they rolled
a great stone over its entrance.

Such are the dread and saving sufferings of our Lord Jesus Christ commemorated today,
and in remembrance of them, we have received the Apostolic commandment that a fast be observed
every Friday.




